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These low-caste people, on whom the people above them
look down with contempt, are in their own fashion as
tenacious' of caste as their superiors, and they, too,
multiply their divisions, one class, maintaining its superi-
ority to others. We have a large community called
Chumars, "leather-people" as the word means, though
many of them have nothing to do with leather. One of
them once told me there were twelve divisions in their
caste. We had near us at Ranee Khet a little colony of
Dhobees, washermen, whom I visited now and then. I
observed some huts were built separate from the rest,
and I asked the reason. The man to whom I was
speaking, for his class an intelligent man, expressed his
surprise I did not know the reason. He said, with an air
of dignity, " These are of an inferior order, and it is
requisite their huts should be built apart."
It has been often shown that this caste system is
most baleful. It narrows the sympathies of the people,
keeps them in the same groove, fetters their minds,
represses individuality, and is a bar to progress. • It
would be unfair, however, to say that all its conse-
quences are pernicious. It so far benefits those bound
by it that it restrains them from some forms of evil, and
secures mutual helpfulness, just as the dose trade guilds
of our own country did, of which we have happily got rid.
When the clan system was in full force among the Scotch
Highlanders, there were broken men, men who had left
the clan or were expelled from it, and these were
notorious for their crimes. In like .manner there are
persons who break away from caste, and are the worst
members of the community. *	*
The patriarchal system, the system so prevalent ir
India, by which the people, instead of forming separat<

